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AN  AMERICAN   IN  THE   MAKING
prevented me from making any use of them. There was Ascher Gold, for instance, who for two entire -weeks earned two-fifty a day by replacing a certain boiler-maker who had suddenly taken it into his head to refuse to work because he thought two-fifty a day not enough! Then there was the office on Second Avenue which sent people wherever they wanted to go and even got places for them; but one had to know how to get friendly with its secretary, and buy him a cigar or a dish of ice-cream, before one stood any chance of even getting inside. Yankel, however, came and told me that after spending thirty cents on that unapproachable gentleman the best that he offered to do for him was to send him to work in a mine at the other end of the country.
One of the objections that father had had to my going to America was that I was too young to be exposed to the dangers of a strange large city, and at the time I had laughed at his fears. But my enforced idleness, I found, was leading me into worse things than physical discomfort. For one thing, the persistent failure to find work has a curious effect on the mind. The victim begins by doubting whether he ever can be employed and ends up by fearing that he might! I used to approach a prospective employer with a kind of sinking dread lest he should take me; and in the morning as I set out on my daily round I would say, devoutly, "I am going to look for a job; Lord prevent that I should find one." In the solitude of the night, while lingering
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